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2019-2020 Korean Language Textbook
Development for the Korea Immigration &
Integration Program: Second Year

This study was aimed at developing textbooks and supporting materials for the
"Korean Language and Culture" course provided by the Korea Immigration &
Integration Program(KIIP) of the Ministry of Justice. Research on textbook development
for KIIP was conducted for almost three years, including basic research, and the

actual development work was carried out from 2019 to 2020.

In 2018, a demand survey was conducted, as a basic study, on teachers and
learners of the KIIP management institution. Through the survey of 2,521 learners
and 195 teachers, the characteristics of the participants in KIIP(nationality, length
of stay, qualifications for stay, purpose of taking the course, etc.) as well as their
current state of education and satisfaction with and requirements for teaching
materials were identified. In addition, after consultation with the National Institute of
Korean Language, the Ministry of Justice, and the researchers, it was decided that the
proficiency level in the “Korean Language and Culture” course should be maintained
at the current level(which is level 3.8 in the Korean Language Proficiency Test),

and the characteristics of the supplementary materials were clearly defined.

In 2019, textbooks and supplementary materials were developed based on
immigrant type. Sample textbook units were tested in the field to verify its applicability.
The supplementary materials were divided into four types: married immigrants,

workers, professional personnel including international students, and immigrated



children. Through a focus group interview of each immigrant group, the learning
topics, tasks, and cultural information necessary to the immigrants in Korea were

selected and units were developed.

In 2020, the textbook development project was completed after revising and
supplementing the research materials of 2019 and developing workbooks, a teacher’s
manual, and classroom PowerPoint materials. More specifically, the textbook developed
in 2019 was revised and supplemented, and a series of activities such as including
indices and explanatory notes for future publication were carried out. Second, workbooks
were developed to supplement the textbooks. The workbooks were intended to be
used partially in classrooms and partially for self-study. Third, classroom PowerPoint
materials were developed as supplementary materials. The PowerPoint materials are
expected to help teachers reduce class preparation time and efficiently lead classes.
Fourth, a teacher's manual was developed. The teacher's manual guides teachers in conducting
classes using textbooks and supplementary materials, and includes details regarding

lesson order, teacher speech, and grammar information for teachers’ reference.

During the development process, textbooks and supplementary materials passed
supervision regarding gender sensitivity and cultural diversity. Led by the National
Institute of Korean Language, the supervision was conducted with recruited experts,
and the experts” advice was reviewed and reflected in the research. Five criteria were
applied for the supervision of gender sensitivity: “stereotypes and prejudices of gender
roles,” “expression of gender discrimination,” “distorted view of violence,” “unbalanced
gender representation,” and “stereotypes and prejudices of family.” Three criteria were
applied for the supervision of cultural diversity: “diversity,” “stereotypes and prejudices.”

Based on these criteria, texts and visual materials were re—examined and modified.

The main focus during the writing textbooks was selecting topics, vocabulary

and expressions, situations, text, and assignments that are closely related to the



lives of immigrants in South Korea so that it will be vivid language and cultural
education. Since KIIP is offered to various immigrants, marriage immigrant families
(including foreign—born immigrant children), workers, foreign students and professionals,
and South Koreans were used as characters in the textbooks. The textbooks describe
situations in which immigrants study in the classroom with the teacher or living
daily lives outside of the classroom making relationships with members of the

society such as other families, neighbors, and colleagues at work.

Each textbook for beginners consists of 20 units. Each unit consists of 10 pages
for five one—hour classes. The development of each unit follows “introduction—vocabulary
and grammar-activity—culture and information—closing”, and each unit is edited and
designed so that such flow can be clearly seen. In terms of content, connection
between vocabulary and grammar was strengthened so that learned vocabulary can
be sufficiently practiced, and learner—centered activities were made possible by
presenting scenes, topics, and assignments corresponding to the actual lives of

immigrants.

Intermediate textbook consists of 18 units. Each unit consists of 12 pages, and
suggested to be used over 5~6 one—hour classes. The proportion of speaking, listening,
reading, and writing activities is higher for intermediate textbook than beginners’
textbook, and especially, a “Vocabulary Corner” is added before reading stage to

strengthen the learning of written vocabulary.

The materials for each type of immigrants are teaching materials customized for
immigrants and assumed to be used individually separate from the class. The
materials contain enhanced and expanded content that was not covered in KIIP,
and the contents consist of situations that immigrants will face in the process of
adapting to South Korean society and assignments. Immigrants were classified into

four types(marriage immigrants, workers, students and professionals, and foreign—born



immigrant children), and Focus Group Interviews(FGI) were conducted for each
immigrant group to select topics and content. The four types of supplement materials
were composed of 4-5 units, and each unit consists of “learning vocabulary and
expressions, speaking activities, reading activities, writing activities, and useful
information”. Actual materials were used in various ways, and considering their
insufficient language competence, vocabulary annotations, explanations, and

illustrations were provided.

Since workbooks are aimed at identifying, practicing, and strengthening the learned
materials in the textbook, they can be used as supplementary materials or as tasks
in classrooms. Language knowledge(vocabulary and grammar) and language use
(speaking, listening, reading, and writing) areas are included in the workbooks.
Because vocabulary and grammar exercises were intended to be partially practiced in
the classroom, it is recommended to include them in the textbooks. Speaking and
writing exercises were developed in a guiding format, allowing students to study and
check their work without the help of the teacher. Because immigrants have
different learning abilities, speeds, and tendencies, individual learning was made

possible through the workbooks.

The teacher's manual presents instructions for class operation and for using
textbooks, workbooks, and classroom PowerPoint materials. The purpose and
contents of the class, characteristics of each unit, and the lesson development are
clearly presented, and a detailed progress of the lessons is provided through the
lesson order, lesson method, and teacher speech in the manual. Definitions of
vocabulary and grammar information are presented in the "Memo for teachers” to

help teachers conveniently and clearly grasp the core contents.

The classroom PowerPoint materials, which take up about 40 pages per unit,

are for teachers to use in classes. The materials can be used conveniently during



classes due to their consistency with the textbook. In particular, PowerPoint materials
are essential in the current situation where offline classes are being conducted due
to I2U19; furthermore, they are expected to be useful in reducing lesson
preparation time for teachers. The PowerPoint materials include textbook images
and additional examples. Moreover, teachers can add animation functions or

modify the PowerPoint slides to suit their classroom environment.
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